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SPORTING TIMES 

Read the second part of our 

expert analysis of the 2015 

Rugby World Cup tournament... 

RUGBY WORLD XV: PART II 

CHAMPIONS! 
THE WYVERN Y10 FOOTBALL TEAM DEFEATED PORTCHESTER COMMUNITY 

SCHOOL 3-2 IN EXTRA-TIME TO BECOME CHAMPIONS OF HAMPSHIRE... 

The Wyvern Y10 football team lift the County Cup at the home of  National League side, Aldershot Town FC... 

“Totally deserved. The boys can be very proud to be the best year 

team in all of Hampshire. Well done!” Mr McCracken, Head of PE 



 2 

 2 

Match Report by Mr Dickinson 
 
A spirited and inspiring display from the 
Year 10 Wyvern football team saw them 
lift the prestigious Hampshire Cup for the 
first time with a hard-fought 3-2 victory in 
extra time against Portchester Community 
School. The closest Wyvern had come to 
winning this title was in 2008 when the 
team lost in the final. This historic match 
took place on a warm spring evening 
under the floodlights at the EBB Stadium, 
home to National League side Aldershot 
Town FC. Led by coach Mr Cleaver, 
Wyvern showed great resilience and 
determination secure the title when 
Portchester twice came from behind to 
level the tie 1-1 and 2-2 before extra time 
was needed. A cracking volley from 
winger Sam Muddiman outside the box 
and a brace from left-back Sam 
Richardson was enough to see Wyvern 

crowned the best Y10 football team in the 
county with a 3-2 victory. 
Wyvern lined at up a 4-4-2 formation in 
their brand-new red and blue home strip 
for kick-off at 7:45. In defence, Luke 
Porcher was in goal behind the trusted 
defensive line of centre-backs George 
Kemp and Will Archer, with Sam 
Richardson at left-back and Elliot Wright 
at right-back. In midfield, Jack Higdon and 
James Birkett played in the centre of the 
park, with Sam Muddiman and Luke 
Betteridge playing on the wing. Tasked of 
grabbing the all-important goals for 
Wyvern were strikers Zac Cole and Alex 
Mason. 
Wyvern kicked-off the game. There were 
early offside calls by the linesman for both 
sides. Jack Higdon played at the heart of 
the Wyvern midfield, with James Birkett 
playing the sweeper; both young men 
bossed the midfield expertly with some 
tough tackles and great interception of 
Portchester’s passes. An early press high 

up the pitch from Wyvern saw some great 
movement from Zac Cole who was 
leading the line in the no. 9 position 
against a pair of very tall and strong 
Portchester centre-backs. Luke 
Betteridge also showed great skill and 
determination on the left wing. A great 
through ball from Muddiman found Cole 
but it was well smothered by the 
Portchester keeper Joe Choudhury. 
There was an early shout for handball 
against Portchester from Cole too; he 
believed his side foot shot at goal from 
the left side was handled. Cole was 
incensed at the decision but he had no 
time to argue; a Portchester counter 
attack was underway but Cole channeled 
his anger perfectly, making a crucial 
sliding tackle to break up the attack. 
Portchester at this point seemed to resort 
to two forms of attack; soaking up 
Wyvern’s pressure to pounce on the 
counter attack and the ‘long ball over the 
top’ routine made famous by Stoke City 
under Tony Pulis. However, Wyvern’s 
midfield, marshalled by Higdon and 
Birkett, stood strong; Burkett playing the 
sweeper role mopping up any signs of 
danger, while Higdon kept possession, 
controlled the game and driving the ball 
forward. As Portchester resorted to more 
long balls over the top, Cole dropped 
deeper into midfield to relieve the 
pressure. One attempt from Portchester 
was expertly dealt with by goalkeeper 
Luke Porcher, whilst another was cleared 
by centre back George Kemp who 
tracked back perfectly to cover his partner 
Will Archer who had found himself facing 
a 2-on-1 assault from the Portchester 
forward line. 
As Portchester pressed higher up the 
pitch, striker Cole found himself dropping 
deeper in order to get the ball, with 
crunching tackles from left-back Sam 
Richardson keeping the opposition at bay. 
This played right into Wyvern’s hands, 
with a superb break started by right-back 
Elliot Wright. He floated in a delightful 
cross over the top for Alex Mason who 
knocked the ball back into the centre to 
Luke Betteridge but the ball was well 
scrambled by Portchester keeper 
Choudhury. Zac Cole played a great ball 
into midfielder Jack Higdon moments 
later, whose fierce shot was beaten away 
by the Portchester keeper, kickstarting an 
equally fierce reaction from the Wyvern 
supporters. There was a distinctly 

raucous and animated atmosphere in the 
Aldershot stands now. 
On 25 minutes, the floodlights came on. A 
high press from Wyvern saw them create 
the most chances inside 30 minutes and 
eventually break the deadlock. A vicious 
curling set-piece from Richardson saw 
Mason’s header deflected just past the 
post. Another cross from Richardson was 
headed out but it fell to winger Sam 
Muddiman whose volleyed strike from 
outside the area beat the keeper at his 
near post. This sparked an eruption of 
applause from the Wyvern supporters as 
Wyvern led 1-0.  
As the half-time whistle blew, Wyvern 
players journeyed to the changing rooms 
feeling confident they could build on their 
lead in the second half. However, their 
celebrations were short-lived. Within 
minutes of the restart, Portchester were 
level with a left-footed strike of great 
finesse from Portchester no.11 Jonny 
Smith, which squeezed underneath the 
stretching Luke Porcher. 1-1. Game on. 
Following the goal, the next 15 minutes of 
the match was a cagey affair between the 
two sides, with both eager to gain 
possession and dictate the pace and 
progression of the game; midfielder 
James Birkett did particularly well 
breaking up the play with some sweeping 
tackles. It was, however, in unfortunate 
circumstances that Wyvern were forced to 
make their first two substitutions. Elliot 
Wright, who had not stopped running all 
game, was forced off with injury as was 
Zac Cole; both young men limped off to 
be replaced by no.12 Josh Ward and 
no.14 Max Emmans to great applause by 
all supporters. Ward made an instant 
impact with great strength and 
determination defending the left-flank. 
No.8 Birkett was then replaced by no.17 
Taylor Whatley. Josh Ward came very 
close to taking the lead for Wyvern; his 
fantastic movement down the left saw him 
pick up the ball in space with his fierce 
right-footed strike just blocked by the 
recovering Portchester centre-back. 
It was left-back Sam Richardson who 
broke the second-half deadlock with an 
accurate shot from the edge of the 
penalty area driven into the bottom 
corner. There were cries of ecstasy from 
the Wyvern players who rallied around 
Sam to celebrate. 2-1. With a second half 
lead to maintain, coach Mr Cleaver made 
two tactical substitutions; no. 18 Taylor 

CHAMPIONS OF HAMPSHIRE! 

Football Special 

THE WYVERN Y10 FOOTBALL TEAM DEFEATED PORTCHESTER COMMUNITY 

SCHOOL 3-2 IN EXTRA-TIME TO BECOME CHAMPIONS OF HAMPSHIRE... 

Teams shake hands before kick-off 
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Bevan came on for attacker Alex Mason 
and no. 16 Sam Cattle replaced his 
namesake Sam Muddiman. With both 
players directed to help keep the team’s 
shape and defend when necessary, it 
seemed like a great tactical decision from 
Coach Cleaver. However, tragedy struck 
and within moments Portchester were 
level again; a cross into the penalty area 
ricocheted off the back of centre-back 
George Kemp’s head and goalkeeper 
Porcher could not keep it out. With a 
comfortable lead blown, Kemp looked 
visibly distressed but he shook it off 
admirable going into extra time with both 
teams level. 2-2. 
A team talk from Coach Cleaver brought 
the young dragons together to lift their 
confidence; Wyvern had easily been the 
best team on the night so far, having 
created the best chances and played the 

best football. Portchester, however, had 
taken their chances and taken them well, 
but had often resorted to long balls to 
kickstart their attacks. 
Wyvern started extra time exactly as they 
had started 90 minutes before and their 
early pressure saw them take the lead. A 
corner saw the ball drop to left-back Sam 
Richardson who unleashed an absolute 
thunderbolt into the top corner, twenty 
times for powerful and accurate then his 
first goal. The players sank to their knees 
in celebration as the supporters went wild. 
3-2. Portchester were on the attack 
straight from the restart but Cattle and 
Whatley did well to cover and break up 
the attacks in midfield. A corner to 

Portchester was well-defended with the 
shot from outside the box luckily going 
just wide. More Portchester pressure then 
saw a long-ball into the box go out for a 
goal kick. Was it going to be Wyvern’s 
day? The supporters certainly never 
stopped believing but there was one final 
‘squeeky bum’ moment as the ball landed 
on the right at the feet of Portchester’s no. 
12 Cameron McNulty and his shot was 
fired wide from close range. McNulty 
knew that was the final chance, pulling his 
jersey over his face in agony. 
Porcher fired the ball out from the goal 
kick. The final whistle sounded. Final 
score: 3-2. Wyvern had won the cup! 
Champions of Hampshire! Supporters, 
cheering in celebration, made their way 
through the stands where each player 
collected their medal before captain Will 
Archer who, with partner George Kemp 
had been a rock at the heart of the 
Wyvern defence, lifted the trophy in 
jubilation. Making their way down to the 
pitch, the players celebrated with their 
friends, family and teachers who had 
made the long journey to Aldershot from 
Fair Oak to witness this landmark moment 
in the College’s history. 

At the end of the game, Mr Cleaver said: 
“I would personally like to thank all the 
parents, staff and students who have 
supported the team over the past four 
years and this support along with the hard 
work and dedication from all of the boys 
has finally paid off. This is a strong squad 
of players who all have played an 
important part of the success over the 
years. With one more season to play, 
could they go on to retain the title of 
HAMPSHIRE SCHOOLS’ CHAMPIONS? 
Well done boys – You deserved it!” 
Head of PE Mr McCracken posted on the 
bulletin the following morning: 
“Congratulations to the Year 10 football 
team who defeated Portchester School 
last night after a thrilling game; 3-2 after 
extra time. A wonder goal and top-class 
volley from Sam Muddiman gave Wyvern 
the lead followed by two crackers from Mr 
Versatility, Sam Richardson. The boys 
played out of their skins, if not their socks, 
with great contributions from the bench. 
Totally deserved. The boys can be very 
proud to be the best year team in all of 
Hampshire. Well done!” 

Football Special A Portchester throw-in under the floodlights 

Team talk from Coach Cleaver 

Captain Will Archer lifts the trophy 

The team celebrate together on the pitch after the final whistle 
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Rock Challenge 2016 

BRONZE WINNERS! 
WYVERN SECURE A HISTORIC 3RD PLACED FINISH 
AT THE 2016 ROCK CHALLENGE IN PORTSMOUTH 

By Georgia Lacy 

Well I am so happy and so proud 

of everyone involved in Rock 

Challenge 2016; we can finally 

say after 6 years we did it… We 

placed! 

I remember one of our last 

rehearsals thinking “Oh wow, we 

could actually do it this year!” Also 

I remember talking to some of the 

girls who were saying, “I just want 

to place not for us but for Mrs 

Lowe, this year we really do stand 

a chance for doing it!”  

On the actual day we were all 

excited; there was a buzz going 

around the whole room. Everyone 

was happy and enjoying 

themselves. We all came together 

and helped each other with hair 

and make-up; everyone did their 

bit. Everyone got involved which 

in the 4 years of doing Rock 

Challenge, this was the first I’ve 

ever seen everyone become a 

team and work together. 

We had girls doing last minute 

costume adjustments, people 

doing each other’s make up. It 

was a great experience. In 

previous years it has all been very 

rushed and mayhem but this year 

it has been very chilled. There 

was a little panic near the time 

before we went on stage but other 

than that everything went well. 

The actual feeling of being on 

stage was so exciting. The lights 

were so bright you couldn’t see 

the audience but knowing that 

they were there just made us all 

prepare so much more. Looking 

back, sure there were things we 

could of improved but you know 

what? We did it we came 3rd. And 

sure again, we would have loved 

to have come first but in my eyes 

3rd is just as good because it 

promises next year, we are going 

to go back and take first place. 

We have had that failing of 

success and now nobody is going 

to take that from us. 

Well done girls! We did it! 

 For me, the day was very 

emotional, in fact the whole 

journey was. We all came 

together as a group which helped 

cement new friendships. I’m not 

going to lie; there were moments 

where things went wrong even on 

the day but that just made us all 

want it to win so much more. 

Winning wouldn’t have been for 

me but for us as a team. We could 

not have won if it were not for 

Miss Lowe; Rock Challenge 

wouldn’t be the same without her 

there. I remember Mr Appleton 

telling us that “To be a winner, 

you must think like a winner!” and 

if I’m honest on the day that is 

what we thought. We came 

together even though we did not 

win. We came 3rd which hasn’t 

happened in about 6 years. 

This was a massive achievement 

for us as a team but for many it 

was very emotional. “I remember 

sat watching the results and the 

announcement of all the awards 

and we only got 2 of 3. I had kind 

of given up on placing, when they 

announced 3rd place, I was just 

shocked.” 

There was a massive buzz, girls 

crying and hugging each other, 

laughing and a bit more crying. 

We were all just to happy and we 

were all so proud of what we had 

accomplished as a team! 

We have all been told “There is no 

‘I’ in team” and this year’s Rock 

Challenge really showed that we 

came together and now we can 

really class ourselves as a team! I 

have never been so proud to be a 

part of a group of girls and guys! 

We are the 3rd Place Wyvern 

Rock Challenge Team 2016! 

Rock Challenge 2016 

Wyvern College 

 

3rd Place Overall Winners 

Award of Excellence for 

Choreography 

Award of Excellence for 

Soundtrack 
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Rock Challenge 2016 

A selection of images 

showcasing Wyvern’s award 

winning dance presentation 

at the 2016 Rock Challenge 
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Football 

TOFFEES FAN GEORGE IS A TRUE BLUE 

George Balmont, a lifelong Everton FC fan, shares one of his magical moments on 

Merseyside; a Capital One Cup fixture at against Norwich City at Goodison Park ... 

By George Balmont 

For most of my life I have been a big fan 

of Everton FC. It is a very friendly club 

with a rich history and it is always 

entertaining to watch them play. This 

article contains the details on supporting 

this very friendly Merseyside club. 

The club has a long history of producing 

players that have gone on to do great 

things. Though few remember watching 

him, Everton’s arguably greatest player 

was Dixie Dean, an English centre 

forward best known for scoring sixty goals 

in the 1927/28 season. He won the 

second and first division with the club as 

well as the FA Cup. In 16 England outings 

he scored 18 goals. A statue of him 

stands outside Everton stadium, 

Goodison Park. 

Players that have sprung from Everton’s 

superb academy include England’s top 

goal-scorer Wayne Rooney and less 

successful Jack Rodwell. The list of 

Everton players in the England squad 

includes Ross Barkley, Phil Jagielka, 

John Stones and more. Since I started 

supporting Everton players such as John 

stones, Romelu Lukaku, Arouna Kone, 

Gerard Delofeu, Ramiero Funes Mori, 

James McCarthy and Muhamed Besic 

have joined the club; my personal 

favourite is Lukaku. 

The Everton stadium, Goodison Park, is 

over 100 years old, and whilst it lacks the 

luxury facilities of St Marys, The Etihad 

and such, it makes up for it in terms of the 

history you can feel when you take your 

place as the 12th man in the stands. The 

roof is held up by large metal poles and 

each of the stands are different shapes 

and sizes.  

The club is sponsored by foreign beer 

company Chang, and the club’s elephant 

mascot is named Changy after it. One 

thing that sets the ground apart from other 

clubs is the “Fan Zone”, a courtyard area 

outside the ground filled with burger 

trucks and a small shop (the megastore is 

across the road). It also has an unfolding 

stage with a DJ booth that plays music 

and provides entertainment before 

games. 

I recently attended an Everton League 

Cup fixture against Norwich at Goodison 

Park. It was a late 7:45 kick off so we (my 

dad and I) set off at 1pm expecting a late 

journey home too; we were right. It was 

already dark as the ref’s whistle blew, and 

the game played out normally, with 

Norwich going ahead before a swift 

response by club legend Leon Osman. 

After that it was apparent the game was 

going to be level until 90 minutes had 

passed. As it was a Capital One Cup 

match, the game extended into extra time. 

The tension gradually built up during the 

added half an hour, between the players 

and fans. However neither of the teams 

could hit the back of the net. The 

atmosphere was incredible as the 

inevitable penalties begun. The feeling of 

everyone at the stadium was one of 

nervous emotions and all getting behind 

11 people is a feeling that makes the long 

trip up to Liverpool so worthwhile, and 

even these cup games hold up the 

standard. Everton didn’t miss a single 

penalty and there was an immense array 

of fantastic saves from backup keeper 

Joel Robles; Everton won 4-2. 

As one of the club’s famous theme songs 

played, the atmosphere continued out 

after the game and you could sense the 

belief that this amazing club may be in 

with a chance of silverware in the near 

future. After the recent passing of possibly 

Everton’s greatest manager, Howard 

Kendall, this would be a brilliant way to 

honour his legacy at the club.  
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Clay Pigeon Shooting 

By Tom Wilmott 

On Saturday the 28
th 

of February I 

went clay pigeon shooting for the first 

time with my scout group (8
th
 

Eastleigh) at Waller’s Ash (it’s on a 

hill so it was freezing cold but we had 

hot chocolate to keep us warm so it 

was fine). Waller’s Ash is a massive 

field on the top of a train tunnel so 

every 5 minutes vibrations shuddered 

through your body.   

However, before we could handle the 

guns, we had to do a safety briefing 

to check that we were qualified to 

hold and fire a gun safely. During 

training I got to hold a bolt action rifle 

and a 3-shot automatic shot gun!!! I 

gladly passed!  

There were five stations to shoot from 

so we went round in groups of 6 with 

an instructor each.  

My first station was an ark target 

where the face of the clay was facing 

you (one of the easier targets). We 

had to stand with one foot back and 

pull the stock of the gun into our 

shoulder so the recoil wouldn’t 

dislocate our arms from their sockets. 

We had to look down the barrel of the 

gun until the set of iron sights lined 

up. Then you pulled the trigger and 

released the 12 bore shotgun 

cartridge that hit the clay bang in the 

middle. 3 out of 5 times!!! 

The next station was rabbit run where 

the clay bounces across the hard, icy 

floor and you have to hit it before it 

enters the trees and disappears.  

Everyone agreed afterwards that this 

was the most fun. 

Freddie Finlay [someone who 

participated] quoted: “The reason I 

think it was the best station was 

because it was the most realistic and 

challenging!” 

We had many more stations such as 

the ark challenge where the clay arks 

over a hill and a tree line shot where 

you have 3 seconds to hit the clay 

before it explodes against a tree. 

All in all it was a great day and if I 

can, I will definitely go again in the 

future. 

Tom Wilmott shares his experiences of clay pigeon shooting 

for the first time with the 8th Eastleigh Scout Group... 

 

Tom gets instructed on how to aim and fire 

CLAYTIME FOR TRIGGER-HAPPY TOM 
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Football 

By Alex Markiewicz 

German football has been well renounced for 

many years with Bayern Munich always 

dominating the headlines. Dortmund have 

always been chasing them and finally got what 

they deserved in 2011 with their first league 

title since 2001. They also went on to win the 

league the next year. This put Bayern in doubt 

about the future. But head coach Jupp 

Heynckes, who was not having the best of 

times with his 3rd spell with the club, went on to 

win the treble with Bayern in 2013 and happily 

retired. But aside from the big teams there are 

teams like Hamburg that hold their head high 

and can say that they have never once been 

relegated from the Bundesliga. They have 

come very close to it though, the last two 

seasons they have been in the relegation play 

off with last years going to extra time.  

Personally I don’t route for the big teams, the 

clubs I like the most in Germany are Hertha 

Berlin, Koln and Bayer Leverkusen. Koln will 

always be one of my favourite clubs because it 

was the first place I ever went to in Germany. 

They also had one of my favourite players 

Kevin Wimmer who is now playing for 

Tottenham Hotspur. Hertha Berlin play in a 

stadium rich with history, I visited the Olympia 

Stadion on a trip to Germany in year 10. And 

finally Bayer Leverkusen, they have one of the 

greatest young talents in Germany in my 

opinion. Jonathan Tah, a 20 year old centre 

back from Hamburg. I first watched him play in 

one of league games in 2014, I saw how 

strong and talented he was and was glad to 

see him go to Fortuna Dusseldorf on loan for 

the next season. What came next surprised 

me. He made an understandable move to 

Bayer Leverkusen but it really shocks me and 

gives me great delight that he has played 

every single game so far this season. 

In October I and my Dad went to Germany to 

watch some games and to visit some 

stadiums. This trip started at Bayern 

Leverkusen and their game against Stuttgart. 

The BayArena looks quite magnificent from the 

outside but when you get in it isn’t so big, but it 

was still a very nice stadium. I was extremely 

happy to see that Jonathan Tah was playing; 

one of my dreams was to see him play with my 

own eyes. The first half went quite quickly with 

both sides having  their fair share of position, 

but as the half went on I discovered that the 

two men sat in front of me were Stuttgart fans. 

This was not good because the start of the 

second half did not go Leverkusen’s way. They 

found themselves 2-0 down by the 54th minute. 

By this time everyone around us knew that we 

had Stuttgart fans as company. The first goal 

was put in after it had been deflected twice; it 

was fired high into the net so the goalkeeper 

could not reach it. It was not the most beautiful 

goal by Martin Harnik. The second goal was a 

very strange one. The ball was passed round 

the edge of the area by Stuttgart when 

suddenly Stuttgart’s attacking midfielder Didavi 

rolled one into the bottom right hand corner 

from outside the box. From my angle you could 

not see how much curve there was on the ball, 

but for it to roll into the net like that it must 

have had to deceive Leno the Leverkusen 

Goalkeeper. Just 3 minutes later Leverkusen’s 

ex youth graduate Karim Bellarabi came on to 

the relief of many. Even better, he scored a 

goal with one of his first touches of the ball. It 

was a tight angled shot he just managed to get 

through the defenders. This was a relief for 

many of the fans around the arena. There was 

a sense of hope, a buzz started around the 

stands. There was a comeback coming and 

everyone could sense it. This buzz was 

absolutely smashed when Lukas Rupp tapped 

in a easy cross to make it 1-3. At this point 

people around us were much angrier at the 

two Stuttgart fans in front of me than the 

players on the pitch. If you thought Leverkusen 

could win it now you would have to of been 

drunk, which quite a few of the fans were. But 

in the 71st minute after some long spells of 

pressure from Leverkusen the most unlikely of 

scorers popped up, Boenisch the polish right 

back who had not scored in 2 years. Now 

people yet again prayed and hoped for an 

equaliser. It came just 80 seconds later with ex 

Manchester United and Real Madrid striker 

Javier Hernandez (or as some call him 

Chicharito) tapped one in at the far post. At 

this point the stadium went wild, the noise was 

almost unbearable. It was surprising that over 

30000 fans could make such a noise. 

Obviously the people around me celebrated 

right in front of the Stuttgart fans to give them a 

taste of their own medicine. After the fans 

started to die back down the players started to 

push for the winner, chance after chance came 

for Leverkusen. The adrenaline was pumping 

through me like it never had before. I had 

never experienced a feeling like this until 

presently at the Southampton-West Ham 

match where saints were 1-0 up with 10 men 

just holding West Ham’s relentless attacking. 

In the 88th minute Leverkusen had a corner. I 

watched Jonathan Tah go up for it. If he 

scored the winner I would probably just stand 

in utter amazement and happiness, I wouldn’t 

recover for weeks. The corner was whipped in, 

my heart stopped as Tah jumped and headed 

the ball with extreme power. It just grazed the 

crossbar on its way over. My heart started to 

beat again. If I had seen Jonathan Tah score 

his first goal in the Bundesliga and for him to 

win the game in such fashion I didn’t think 

anything would have lived up to that moment. 

But sadly my dreams did not come true. But 

just a minute later Mehmedi had the ball 

pinged to him by Calhanoglu who has been 

compared to such legends as James Ward-

Prowse. He dummied and shimmied his way 

past a Stuttgart defender and curled the ball 

into the top corner. At that moment I went 

crazy, I don’t really remember what happened 

next. All I remember was the ball hitting the 

back of the net and me jump up and hug my 

dad. The rest is a blur of absolute excitement. 

This game had it all and is definitely one of the 

best I have ever been to in my life.  

The next day we headed to Koln which is only 

23 miles away. Here we had a tour round the 

RheinEnergieStadion, the tour guide only 

spoke German so we couldn’t understand 

much of it. 1. FC Koln have had the likes of 

Lukas Podolski and Kevin Wimmer in the past 

and it was an honour to stand where they 

stood. The stadium can hold 50000 people and 

helped host the 2006 World Cup. England 

played Sweden there and drew 2-2. After a 

Ich Liebe Fußball in Deutschland 
Alex Markiewicz shares his unique, half-term footballing experience of 

touring Germany to watch exciting matches in the Bundesliga...  

The ‘Yellow Wall’ at Borussia Dortmund 
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Football 
couple days in Koln I headed up to Dusseldorf. 

This was the one place that we had not booked 

a tour around the stadium. We still went just in 

case we could. We got there and found our 

way in when we were caught and brought 

inside. We explained that we were hoping for a 

tour. Sadly there were none on that day. But 

the kind man who only spoke German liked us 

and let us in have a look at the stadium, but 

only for 5 minutes. This was the only stadium 

of the ones I went to which was home to a 

second division side. But it was the biggest so 

far. There are 54000 seats and they are all 

different colours dotted around the stadium, 

the main colour is grey but some seats are 

read or blue. It was very nice of the man to let 

us in and have a look, but it wasn’t quite a tour. 

The next stadium I went to was Signal Iduna 

Park in Dortmund. It was one of the best 

stadiums I have ever been to. I had tickets to 

watch them play Paderborn in the cup. I was 

hoping I was in for another magnificent game. 

The highest ever attendance here was 83000, 

but that was back in 2004, now the stadium 

has had seats reduced and it can only hold 

81359. But for some German football fans 

there was a game not to remember which was 

held in this stadium. It was where Germany 

lost to Italy 2-0 in the 2006 World Cup Semi-

Final. But thankfully there were more happy 

memories made at the stadium when I was 

there. For a fan like me who won’t really get 

the chance to go back to this stadium and see 

Dortmund play again, I was hoping to see the 

likes of Marco Reus and Aubameyang. I was 

disappointed to see Reus wasn’t even in the 

team and Aubameyang was dropped to the 

bench. But if I’m honest I was surprised 

because they can afford to rest them for this 

easy cup game. But I still got to see the likes of 

Hummels and Gundogan.  

The game started slowly with nothing much 

happening in the first 20 minuites. But then 

came a massive blunder by the Dortmund 

keeper Burki. The ball was passed back to him 

and he just seemed to try and outskill the 

Padaborn forward Lakic, It reminded me of the 

time Saints played the Gunners and Artur 

Boruc tried to get the ball around Olivier Giroud 

and absolutely failed. The same thing 

happened with Burki. Paderborn was luckily 1-

0 up. It looked as though there was an upset 

on the cards. But the hope in the Paderborn 

fans was washed away when 10 minutes later 

they found themselves 2-1 down. Ramos and 

Castro where the players to beat the ex-

Dortmund goalkeeper Lukas Kruse. Just 

before half time ex-Manchester United 

midfielder Shinji Kagawa fired the ball into the 

top corner to put his team 3-1 up. At half time it 

was looking like Dortmund would cruise 

through the second half. They did exactly that 

and better. It only took 8 minutes for Dortmund 

to get another goal in the second half. Matthias 

Ginter was taken down in the area by 

Paderborn new boy Dominik Wydra. And Ilkay 

Gundogan fired home from the spot and they 

were up 4-1. Just five minutes later Castro 

slotted home his second of the match. This 

game was looking like it may live up to the 

Leverkusen game a few days before. But to 

the fans disappointment the goals stopped for 

almost 30 minutes. It looked like Dortmund 

were happy to win 5-1 and were taking their 

time about things. But then right at the death 

two goals came from nowhere. The substitute 

Piszczek slid home a low cross from 

Mkhitaryan and then the number 10 got a goal 

of his own just 3 minutes later.  

The very next day we went to Gelsenkirchen 

which is home to FC Schalke 04, Dortmund’s 

biggest rival. This was probably the worse tour 

out of the lot because it was not in English and 

you spent most of the time out by the bar 

instead of actually in the stadium. But you can’t 

take away how technologically advanced the 

stadium is. It has a whole tank of beer 

underneath the stadium big enough to quench 

the thirst of the supporters in the whole 

stadium. And of course the retractable pitch. 

The actual pitch can be taken out of the 

stadium for repair or so that an event that does 

not involve a pitch can take place. It is one of 

few in the world. This was the last stadium we 

went to in Germany but I was not too bothered 

because I knew we had saved the best till last. 

PSV Eindhoven. The Dutch champions are 

well known for having such good youth ranks 

with the likes of Manchester United’s Memphis 

Depay and Bayern Munich’s Arjen Robben. 

Currently there are quite a few who look like 

they can live up to these players, one of these 

players being my personal favourite Jorrit 

Hendrix.  

The day we went for the tour there were two 

separate ones. A Dutch and an English one. 

Obviously we went for the English one and it 

was just me, my dad and three Juventus fans. 

This was probably the best tour because it was 

in English and it was a very small group. We 

learnt the history of the club that I hope to 

watch live one day and got told about the 

founders of the club. The sponsors for 

everything for the club is Phillips. This is 

because the club started as a team for the 

electronics company’s employees. The name 

PSV stands for Philips Sport Vereniging which 

translates to Phillips Sports Union. Now they 

are consistently in the Champions or Europa 

League; this year they have reached the 

Quarter Finals after beating Atletico Madrid in 

the round of 16. This is a great achievement 

for the club because their rivals Ajax were 

knocked out of the Champions League in the 

knockout stages and then lost in the group 

stage of the Europa league. Just to rub salt 

into their wounds they were also one point 

ahead of them in the league. The tour was 

extremely good and the stadium was very well 

built and looked good inside and out. The 

dressing room was also very beautiful. Its 

circular shape means that everyone can see 

everything. At the end of the tour as we were 

walking along where the really nice seats and 

boxes were I spotted the Ronald Koeman Loge 

and couldn’t resist stopping and taking a photo. 

Of course the current Southampton manager 

used to play and manage PSV in the past. This 

was by far the best stadium tour out of the 

whole trip. 

As the trip ended I realised how lucky I was to 

see the games I saw. 15 goals in 2 games. I 

would be lucky to see that in 5 games in 

England. The trip was of course not just about 

football I did do other things and got to see the 

cities in detail. To add to the adventurous side 

of the trip I slept in the car for the whole of the 

trip. I had to find a swimming pool every 

morning and go and swim for 2 minutes then 

get out and have a shower. So I have had an 

experience of Germany that I would highly 

recommend to others; remember though that 

it’s up to you whether to sleep in the car of 

course.  

Alex with Schalke goalkeeper Alexander Nubel 

The trophy room at PSV Eindhoven 
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WORLD XV    
Rugby World Cup 2015 

PART 2 OF THE WYVERN JOURNOS’ WORLD CUP-WINNING DREAM TEAM... 

8. Kieran Read (New Zealand) 

10. Nicholas Sanchez (Argentina) 

9. Greig Laidlaw (Scotland) 

This 2013 player of the year has possibly matched his 

best this year with standout performances throughout 

this World Cup. This All-Black number 8 is someone 

you can not even think of leaving out of this dream 

team. Meanwhile, he has also had some injury 

problems which proved to get the better of him at 

stages. However he managed to cross the gain line 

against Georgia in an impressive victory. Despite all of 

this, he has performed extremely well. 

By Joshua Devereux 

This scrum-half ran other teams ragged, scoring 

tries, kicking for goal and playing key parts in the 

team’s victories. It was his winning try against 

Samoa that sent Scotland through to the quarter

-finals after close competition with Japan. Also 

at one stage, he was the leading point-scorer of 

the World Cup with over 50 points. Despite this, 

he has been unfortunate to have been sin 

binned in some of the matches. When this has 

happened, the Scottish attack has not been the 

best. Despite a good campaign, the Scottish 

team were unfortunately knocked out in the 

quarter-finals after a close encounter with the 

Wallabies (Australia). 

By Joshua Devereux 

Sizzling Sanchez has been sensational during this 2015 

World Cup and has topped the point scoring leader board 

with a total of 97 points from tries to conversions and 

penalties to drop goals. This Fly-Half has been the main 

man for the Pumas. He started his brilliant form against 

New Zealand and ended it against the super South 

Africans in the semi-finals. All round, his performances 

have been unfaultable and I’m sure everyone is looking 

forward to seeing him in Japan for the next World Cup in 

2019. 

By Joshua Devereux 
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11. Julian Savea (New Zealand) 

12. Wesley Fofana (France) 

Arguably the best player in the tournament, Julian 

Savea, or “The Bus” as he is known by his team-

mates, has had a huge impact on New Zealand, 

practically walking over the try line many times during 

the 2015 World Cup. One of his best moments of the 

tournament was when he scored a brilliant hat-trick in 

the group stages against Georgia. He also did the 

same against France in the quarter-finals. Two other 

tries against Namibia, meant he went into the semi-

finals with the most tries scored to his name. Although 

he didn’t score in the most important matches, he was 

an integral part to the team that was crowned World 

Cup Champions back-to-back. To cap off a 

tremendous season, he was awarded try of the year 

with one of his trebles against France. 

By Joshua Devereux 

Even though his overall points tally isn’t the best, 

Wesley Fofana has been really impressive and his 

partnership with Mathieu Bastareaud has made 

France look a much better team. Their teamwork on 

the field is unstoppable! Moving on to Fofana, he 

has scored tries, created them and has saved his 

team on a number of occasions of conceding one 

with crunching tackles on the opposition. His overall 

performances have been hard to put down. The fans 

were unlucky not to see this powerful centre further 

than the quarter-finals as France were unable to see 

pass New Zealand.  

By Joshua Devereux 
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Rugby World Cup 2015 

13. Keith Earls (Ireland)  

14. Brian Habana  

(South Africa) 

15. Ayumu Goramaru (Japan) 

Keith Earls is one of Ireland’s 

legendary backs and is excellent at 

what he does best: scoring tries. He 

debuted for Ireland in November 2008 

against Ireland. After being out on the 

pitch for a mere three minutes he had 

already scored a try for the clovers. 

Earls is also one of the few men able to 

stand in for the legend Brian O’Driscoll. 

He is a magic player and is worthy to 

make it into any dream team. 

By Ben Jarvis 

Sensational can’t even describe the way 

Brian Habana has played during this World 

Cup. On the back of equalling Jonah Lomu’s 

record of eight tries in a World Cup, this 

spectacular Springboks winger, has 

maintained his scoring as he has put the ball 

over the gain line many times this 

tournament. During this World Cup, he has 

equalled Lomu’s record of 15 tries in World 

Cup history and has brilliantly moved into 2
nd

 

place for all time tests try scorers, scoring a 

total of 64 tries. A key highlight to his 

success this tournament was a sublime hat-

trick against United States which booked his 

place in the history books.  

By Joshua Devereux 

This high-flying full-back has played exceptional 

rugby during the entire tournament which for him 

and Japan was undeservedly only the Group 

Stage. However, the Japan squad did book their 

name in the history books as, thanks to an 

exhilarating performance by Goramaru, they 

scored 24 points, helped them destroy South 

Africa. As well as this, for all the young kids 

watching the World Cup, he showed how to kick 

through the posts with almost a 100% accuracy 

record. Altogether, he scored a total of 48 points 

during the World Cup in what turned out to be a 

very good tournament for Japan who secured a 

place in their World Cup in 2019. 

By Joshua Devereux 
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By Joshua Devereux 

On a bright sunny morning, Eastleigh Pirates 

hosted a match at The Hub against Hitchin. 

The game was delayed by 15 minutes as the 

visitors turned slightly late. It was totally worth 

it though as the team from London turned up 

as though they had come to the Rocky Horror 

show! With both teams ready, the whistle went 

and the game begun. 

The game started very well for the visitors who 

put points on the board almost immediately: 

Captain George, sprinting across the gain line 

to put Hitchin on the front foot. The fly-half 

scored the conversion and the men wearing 

purple and white were ahead inside five 

minutes. 

The next five minutes or so was full of 

sensational scrumming, rustling rucking and 

tremendous tackling. Meanwhile, it didn’t stop 

Hitchin from scoring another try although 

missing the conversion. But almost right from 

the restart, it looked as though they were in for 

another. However, from out of nowhere, Jack 

Devereux pulled off one of the tackles of the 

season, driving the man back 5 metres. 

Despite this, the third remained to be Hitchin’s 

as they went onto score another two tries and 

a conversion. This meant the away side had 

total control going into the next third; their only 

downfall being Captain George injured 

courtesy of an amazing tackle by Josh Sats. 

Could this be the game changer? The score 

after 20 minutes: Eastleigh 0 Hitchin Tries 4 

Conversion 2. 

After a quick coaches talk, Eastleigh were 

raring to overcome the whitewash and score 

some tries. Changes were made and the 

Pirates were ready for the loved sport to 

continue. Eastleigh kicking to Hitchin the game 

restarted and action was under way once 

again. 

The play started slowly but then all of a sudden 

the hosts pulled one back: Jack Devereux 

kicking the ball up field, charging for it and 

causing a turnover. This was where Eastleigh 

used their tactic they like to call ‘Steam Train’, 

to get over the gain line through Joshua 

Devereux. This sent the Eastleigh parents wild! 

With the try scorer Joshua Devereux also 

scoring the conversion, the fight back was on! 

The next few minutes were a bit shaky for 

either side with knock-ons going against both 

teams. Furthermore, it was Eastleigh who 

scored the next try after mountains of pressure 

being too much for Hitchin. Crash ball was 

consistently used by Eastleigh and their effort 

was rewarded as Josh May, with help from 

Kier McCrae, put the ball over the try line to 

really put Hitchin under pressure! The 

conversion was scored by Joshua Devereux 

once again and the Eastleigh lads were 

certainly on the front foot! 

The rest of the third was good for either team 

but the attack was on from Hitchin. The 

pressure was increasing massively on the 

home side. However, with hugely encouraging 

support from the parents and coaches, 

Eastleigh’s defensive line stood firm and were 

able to break away and turn the tables 

suddenly. This turned out to be the last play of 

the 1/3 which Eastleigh completely dominated! 

After a much better talk than the first one, 

Eastleigh Pirates had the victory in their sights 

and knew they could pull off an amazing 

victory! Although, this didn’t start very well for 

them as Hitchin scored a try very early on 

through their skipper George. The conversion 

was scored but the heads of the boys wearing 

black, yellow and red had not dropped just yet.  

Another two tries were quickly scored by the 

London side along with 2 conversions. Despite 

this, it didn’t affect the passion and heart and 

soul that was given by the Eastleigh boys who 

knew that there were still chances to grab tries 

and end the game on a big high! A few 

changes were made by the coach Gareth and 

Eastleigh weren’t down and under just yet.  

Almost instantly after the changes were made, 

Eastleigh put the ball over the gain line for a 

third time. Some superb rucking and mauling 

by George Milton, James Poulter and Alfie 

Hennon saw Joshua Munton complete a 

dazzling run to score for the pirates. An 

excellent team try! Unfortunately the 

conversion was missed but Eastleigh didn’t 

mind as they knew they still had some fight left 

in them! 

This was proved to be correct as they went on 

and scored another try: Josh Sats making an 

amazing tackle which sent Eastleigh on the 

counter attack which was executed by Joshua 

Devereux. Support was crucial from Charlie 

Poulter, Joshua Munton and Kasper as this 

dragged the opposition out to create space. 

The conversion was scored by Joshua 

Devereux and Eastleigh had fought back! 

Unfortunately for the pirates, there was no time 

left to score a try. However, there was some 

time to see an outstanding tackle by Davey 

Smith which prevented a try being scored by 

Hitchin. The final whistle blew and a great roar 

of cheer from either side’s supporters grew 

out. 

Eastleigh coach Gareth Nicholls had this to 

say: “This was probably the best game I have 

seen you boys play. Scrumming was 

superb, rucking was fantastic and this is 

what happens when we play like the team 

we are! It doesn’t get much better than this!” 

 

Final Score 

Eastleigh: 4 Tries 3 Conversions 

Hitchin: 7 Tries 5 Conversions 

Writer’s Man Of The Match:  

Joshua Munton 

Match Day 

HITCHIN HANG-ON AGAINST EASTLEIGH 

A tough match for both sides ended in a win for London touring side Hitchin despite 

two fantastic thirds of rugby from the hosts Eastleigh. The game was planned out as 

three twenty minute thirds of rugby; all three of which the spectators enjoyed! 
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Comment 

THE PRICE OF SPORT 

Why should footballers get a much larger 
sum in their wage packet in comparison 
to those who save lives, like nurses, 
doctors and members of the Armed 
Forces?  
 
Statically, footballers earn the same wage 
per match as a soldier earns in a single 
year. A soldier can earn £20,000 a year 
whilst a top level footballer could earn 
£15m a year! This is over a 100% 
increase. But which job is more 
dangerous and life threatening? Strutting 
around on a training pitch each day, or 
disabling bombs in war-torn countries?  
 
Look at Wayne Rooney, captain of 
Premier League giants Manchester 
United and the England national team; he 
is netting £250k a week. But this 
£250,000 does not mount up to anything 
when all his job entails is running around 
a field, making a few public appearances 
and having a few photo-shoots with his 
chief sponsors Nike. Don’t even get me 
started on his string of marital affairs. I 
guess his astronomical wages are good 
for the housing retailers who sell large 
mansions for even larger prices. 
Footballers’ wages have been a 
controversial topic for some time, but 
nothing has been done about it. If each 
footballer signed a contract to donate a 
percentage of their earnings to charity, 
then they would get credited a whole lot 
more for what they do.  
 
1966. The year England won the Football 
World Cup; an iconic year for many to 
become footballers and follow in their 
idols’ footsteps. This is of course a 
positive for people to remember, but how 
much do you think they were paid then? 
Many say the more the person is paid, 
the better they work. Well, it is rumoured 
that footballers of that time barely got 
paid £50, which was a lot in that time. But 
imagine people now-a-days getting paid 

£50. It would be unprecedented.  
 
There is also their arrogance too. It’s not 
uncommon for football fans to be ignored 
by their idols when queuing for hours in 
the torrential rain to try and get an 
autograph or a cheeky selfie. Oli Line, in 
year 7, found this out at a Saints game 
against his favourite team Chelsea in 
2016. “We were going to get photos, but 
since I was a Chelsea fan, Sadio Mane 
blanked me and walked off after photos 
with Saints fans.”   
 
I am not 100% against the concept of 
football. I am guilty of enjoying a match 
when my favourite team is playing, but 
does that mean I support the price for 
them to play?  
 
However, football is many people’s 
entertainment and I can comprehend why 
that is so. It’s fun to watch healthy men 
running on a pitch, sure? The pitch is 
their stage, and they are the actors. No 
show can go on without the actors. Also, 
from recent research, it is said that only 
10% of amateur entries get past the 
medical stage onto becoming a 
professional footballer. I guess it is hard 
to obtain a job like this in comparison to 
other every day jobs. But then maybe 
people shouldn't aim to be a footballer. 
Why would you grow wanting to be an 
actor (or actress) on a pitch, just to be 
rejected and tainted in the media when 
things go wrong?  
 
Many people will attempt to tackle 
my viewpoint and claim that football 
is a form of exercise. Yes it is, 
congratulations. But it is only 
exercise for those playing the 
match, not those sat at home 
drinking beer and shouting at the 
screen. My aim is not to be rude, but 
this topic causes many heated 
conversations. 
 
How could the money be used 
differently? Well maybe we should 
think about how the money is 
spread out. Maybe the clubs and 
larger organisations should get the 
money, which can later be invested 
in smaller clubs and equipment 
which allows children and young 
adults to train and achieve their 
sporting dreams. This would mean 
the public would have reason to 
admire sportsmen, rather than think 
negatively of them constantly. The 
sportstars could then take time to 
teach aspiring footballers of both 
genders. 

 
In addition, why are male footballers 
given larger salaries than females? Is this 
sexism or purely based on the amount of 
publicity one side of football gets to the 
other? Last year a survey was conducted 
to compare the amount paid to different 
sexes in football. A highly supported male 
footballer earns £40 million a year, 
whereas a female footballer earns only 
£400,000. The number is absurd. Think 
about it. What if you were a female with 
the dream of becoming a footballer, but 
then you realize you are appreciated 
less? This is not the olden days; this is 
2016. We cannot live like sheep following 
the crowd and we need to appreciate the 
fact that women’s football is just as 
competitive and entertaining as the 
men’s.  
 
Once the footballer has finished his 
career at 40, he already has enough 
money to run a small country. Surely this 
is obvious that they get a little too much 
money than is scarcely imaginable for 
some of us. We should focus on the 
money given to sportsmen, and see how 
it could be better invested into our 
government and help everyone living in 
society.  
 
If we don’t, I can see public opinion for 
footballers dropping like a stone and their 
careers and legacies left behind being 
just like elevators; ending only at the 
bottom.  

Do sport stars get 

paid too much 

money compared to 

us ‘normal folk’? 

Pauline-May Bailey 

gives her say on this 

controversial topic... 
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FA Cup Magic 

EASTLEIGH EQUAL WITH 

BOLTON IN TERRIFIC CUP TIE 
A dominant Eastleigh side were denied a famous win after 

Darren Pratley’s late equaliser for the travelling Wanderers... 

By Joshua Devereux 

Despite not pulling a Barclays Premier 

League club such as Manchester 

United or Arsenal, the only non-league 

club left in the Emirates FA Cup, 

Eastleigh FC, geared up to face Bolton 

Wanderers who have been struggling 

of late. With Eastleigh FC having 

something to prove and Bolton 

struggling to stay in the Championship, 

the last few preparations for this 

exciting match were in jeoprordy as the 

game was considered being 

postponed. However, the game was set 

to go ahead, much to all of the 5,250 

fans delight. The final minutes ticked 

down to match time and it was time to 

find out who would be proceeding in the 

competition into the 4th Round and who 

will have hearts broken when they are 

knocked out.  

For Eastleigh to be in the 3rd round of 

the FA Cup was something many 

people did not expect. The atmosphere 

was fantastic as the whistle blew and 

this memorable game for the hosts was 

under-way. 

It was Eastleigh that had the first 

chance and is was through Yemi 

Odubade and Will Evans’ link up play. 

The central defender played in 

Odubade down the right flank only to 

cross it in but the Bolton Wanderers 

keeper claimed the ball. The next 

couple of minutes were edgy for both 

sides although it was Eastleigh who lost 

massively; Yemi Odubade pulling up 

with a hamstring injury which caused 

him to go off; a huge blow for the 

Spitfires. The closing minutes of the 

first half was simply made up of a 

master class performance from Ross 

Flitney, the Eastleigh goalkeeper. 

Darren Pratley and Dean Moxey having 

fabulous efforts magnificently saved by 

the Englishmen. Half Time 0-0 

The second half started much more 

calmly than the first 45 minutes. 

Furthermore, it was the non-league 

side that had the first opportunity and 

executed it well. On a muggy surface, 

the men in blue had a corner ball which 

was played back out into the path of Jai 

Reason, the birthday boy. He delivered 

an inch-perfect ball into the six-yard 

box which saw Dorian Dervite, having 

made an attempted block, unfortunately 

put the ball into the back of the Bolton 

net. This sent the Eastleigh crowd wild 

because as it stood, they were the ones 

progressing into the next round.  

Meanwhile, the Trotters spirit had not 

died down just yet and manager Neil 

Lennon rethought his tactics and 

brought on Shola Ameobi, the 6ft 3in 

Nigerian striker. He didn’t seem to 

make a difference as Eastleigh 

maintained on the front foot throughout 

the next 10 minutes with Andy Drury 

being denied with a goal courtesy of 

goal saving clearance on the line. 

Chants of, “Come on Eastleigh” and, 

“Every where we go!” echoed around 

the Silverlake stadium but was then 

silenced by what happened next.  

A corner from the right hand side 

delivered low and hard, was smashed 

into the back of the Eastleigh net by 

Darren Pratley for an extremely late 

equaliser.  Despite this, the Spitfire fans 

hearts what not broken as they cheered 

their team on till the very last minute of 

the game. Neither side could find a 

winner and the match finished 

stalemate at 1-1. Both sides look 

forward to a replay at the Macron 

Stadium. 

Man of the Match was CB Will Evan. 
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Y7 Football Review 

A SEASON OF HIGHS AND LOWS FOR 

THE YEAR SEVEN FOOTBALL TEAM 

It has been mixed emotions for the 

Year 7 boys’ football team this year. 

They have been either getting 

thrashed or cruising to 5-0 victory. 

However, losing 4 games and 

winning 7, as well as drawing 6, 

means it has been a decent season 

for the boys.  

Lewis Horne has been a prolific goal 

scorer, scoring 2 in a crucial win over 

Hamble. The season started off with 

a 3-3 draw which the Y7 team. This 

then went on to penalties with Will 

Brisley, the goalkeeper, scoring the 

winning penalty.  

The next three games were followed 

by 1 loss, 1 draw and 1 win which 

shows mixed form. A mini tournament 

was next on the fixture list. The 

tournament started off with two 0-0 

draws for the Wyvern team. But in the 

last game, Lewis hit two fantastic 

strikes to win the game. This gave us 

the momentum to win our next 2 

games with Lewis Horne, Ollie Challis 

and Harvey Sinacola the scorers. But 

shortly after, we endured our worst 

run, unfortunately losing 3 in a row. 

We soon redeemed ourselves by 

coming second in a tournament which 

we only lost by the last kick of the 

game. We won 4 of our 5 matches, 

drawing the other which shows we 

have excellent team spirit. Oliver 

Wiggins and Jack Shilling put in some 

great performances. The boys have 

put 100% effort into all their matches 

and hope to use their momentum to 

go forward into the future in the Year 

8 team. 

By Aaron Singh 

1-on-1 with Year 7 Left-

Back Charley Peters 

Q: Who do you think has been the standout 

out player this year?  

A: Lewis Horne has been a great goal 

scorer for us and Ollie Challis the captain 

has been playing like Paul Pogba! 

Q:  How do you think the team is doing this 

season? 

A: It’s a work in progress. I don’t think 

you’ve seen the best of us yet but we’ve got 

new players joining and we can only 

improve. 

Q: What is it like working with Mr Street? 

A: He’s been decent coach; a few good 

drills around the park and he also knows 

what he’s doing so we’re good with him. 

Q: Do you think you’re keeping fit and 

making progress? 

A: Yeah definitely; from the first game to the 

last even though the results don’t always 

seem like we’re making progress.    

 

Interview by Ben Phipps 
The Wyvern team get ready to play Winchester rivals Henry Beaufort 
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Y7 Football Review 
There have been mixed emotions for 
the Year 7 boys football team this 
year. For example, they have won, 
drew and lost games; however they 
deserve 100% for their effort and 
commitment. Moreover, we have 
shown excellent stamina physically 
but also mentally, considering we 
have gone behind in a few matches 
but have shown great determination 
to fight to the final whistle.  
 
The team have played some key 
matches. For example, the 
Mountbatten tournament. Their first 
game was against Mountbatten. 
However, Mountbatten used the 
advantage of playing at home to get 
an undeserved goal, which left 
Wyvern with a loss. This game was 
followed by Wyvern vs 
Kings. Despite the odds, Wyvern put 
in an excellent performance to get a 3
-0 victory against their Winchester 

rivals. One of these goals was a 
clinical goal into the top right corner 
from me; defender Harvey Sinacola!  
The penultimate game against Perrin 
School was a tough one considering 
two penalties were awarded to Perrin; 
however they were expertly saved by 
trusted goalkeeper Alfie Buck. 
Wyvern kept the intensity throughout 
the whole match which lead them to a 
1-0 victory. Wyvern’s last game was 
against Thornden. Fortunately, our 
back three were strong enough to 
hold off Thornden’s pacey counter 
attacks, which consequently led to a 
0-0 draw.  
 
To win the tournament the Year 7 
team had to rely on Mountbatten to 
not let Thornden win. Mountbatten 
went 1-0 up; everything was going 
well until Thornden equalized to 
make it 1-1. Wyvern celebrated too 
soon though as Thornden 

unfortunately scored with the last kick 
of the game. The goal was 
fantastically stroked into the bottom 
right corner despite the player being 
offside which the linesman failed to 
realize. This left Wyvern disappointed 
but proud for finishing 2

nd
 out of six 

very competitive teams.       
 
Overall this season, the chemistry 
has been fantastic from the boys. 
This came from dedicated training 
every Tuesday. The boys would get 
along really well and this definitely 
helped us perform well on the pitch. 
It’s obvious that everyone enjoys 
playing for the team. I would 
recommend to all new Y7 students 
next year that they try out for the Y7 
football team. 
 

By Harvey Sinacola 

Wyvern Humbled by Heroic Henry Beaufort Display 
We all have to agree; this loss was 

disappointing to say the least. But you 

can’t win all of your matches, I guess and 

there have been plenty of other 

successes from Y7’s other football 

fixtures this season. But enough about 

this, what happened before the match 

against Winchester school, Henry 

Beaufort? I was there during warm ups, 

and managed to get a little interview with 

some of the players. They were 

Cameron Godfrey, Harvey Sinacola and 

Ollie Chalice. This is what they had to 

say: 

Names and Positions: 

Cameron Godfrey: Striker 

Ollie Challis: Centre Midfielder 

Harvey Sinacola:  Centre-Back 

Q: How do you think you are going to do 

today? 

A: Hopefully we should get the win if we 

keep control of the ball and stay on their 

side of the pitch. 

Q: How confident are you feeling 

Harvey? 

A: Quite confident because the pitch isn’t 

the best and we expect the Henry 

Beaufort strikers to slip up a bit. But the 

hardest thing will be performing skills like 

headers, due to the slippery pitch. 

Then, after some training such as 

running and skill games, we finally got 

into the match after the Henry Beaufort 

school football team arrived. Our team 

prepared for the exciting match coming 

up.  

The game started off quite slowly, due to 

most of the players staying in their own 

half. But we made the first move, trying 

to tackle the ball from the opposing team. 

It was successful, but shortly after they 

got it back. They nearly got a shot away, 

but our great defence stopped them in 

their tracks. This continued to happen for 

a while, until sadly the opposition scored 

a goal, making it 1-0 to the Henry 

Beaufort School. This put our team 

down, but they didn’t give up. But what 

made it even worse is that after that, the 

Winchester players played a great 

through ball to make the score 2-0, 

crippling our team. We ended up 

defending pretty much for the whole of 

the match after that, and they still 

managed a goal, making it 3-0; a brilliant 

bending finish into the roof of the net 

from a free-kick outside the area. We 

witnessed some good crosses from the 

opposing team, but then it was half time. 

Everyone took a nice break, and then we 

started the second half of this exciting 

match. We started with some good 

saves, and then, making the best 

moment of the match, we finally scored. 

The Henry Beaufort team were then 

awarded a free kick themselves but 

luckily for us, they didn’t make much of 

the opportunity. Wyvern then had a free 

kick from our team member Ollie; he had 

a good shot on goal but unfortunately it 

was saved! Henry Beaufort got 

themselves another free kick, but we 

saved it. Then, due to some dirty play in 

the penalty area, the Winchester side got 

a penalty. After preparation and positive 

thinking, they scored a goal from the 

spotkick, making it 4-1. Just to make our 

loss worse, they got another goal, 

making it 5-1 until the match finally 

ended. 

After the game, I spoke to Ollie Challice. 

He said: “We ended up playing 3-1-4, but 

we were meant to play in 3-3-2.” 

This was an embarrassing loss, but you 

can’t win then all, right? Regardless, 

there are still plenty of positives to be 

taken from the Year 7 boys’ 

performances on the pitch this year... 

By Daniel Barron     
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 Football Funnies 

HAIR TODAY, GONE TOMORROW 

Charley Peters showcases the biggest hair-raisers 

in professional football, both past and present! 

Gio needs to go back and ask 

for the rest of his hair cut 

off! The barber has clearly 

missed a bit! 

Some lovely curtains there to rival David 

Beckham! Roma’s Gervinho has always 

been known for this crazy hairstyle! 

The ex-England goalkeeper has 

had his fair share of hairstyles 

but this one is surely the 

craziest of all time. Blonde 

braids all over… Weird! 

A man who has played for many 

different teams and had many 

different haircuts. This one looks 

like a radioactive broom’s brush! 

Djibril Cisse 

Giovanni David James 

Gervinho 
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Dani must be a fan of Iced Gems with 

this haircut! I’m surprised he hasn’t 

just shaven it off and eaten it yet! 

There aren’t many words for this 

haircut! What was he thinking?! Half a 

chess board and a few red triangles 

with a blonde finish! The craziest 

haircut of them all surely?! 

Football Funnies 

Look at this afro! Carlos should go 

down in the history books for this! 

Imagine the ferocious hair-pulling in a 

fight between him and Brazilian 

defender David Luiz... 

Check out these waves from the 

England winger! If only the side 

burns were wavy Razza could’ve 

had one of the craziest haircuts 

of all time! 

The power cut! It looks like 

Ronaldo loves a fringe! What 

was he thinking?! 

Carlos Valderama 

Mario Balotelli 

Raheem Sterling 

Ronaldo Dani Alves 
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B U R N O U T 

 

 
90 
Minute 

 Saturday 

 25th June  

9.30am-11.00am 

Come and take part in this high intensity, equipment 

free workout, set out in the open summer air.   

This high intensity, fun 90 minute workout combines 

combinations from our popular H.I.I.T classes, including 

Insanity, finished off with a Pilates based cool down. 

       

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 

Entry Fee: 

£7.50 Non Members 

£5.00 Members 

 Email: sportandfitness@wyvern.hants.sch.uk       

Wyvern College, Botley Road, Fair Oak, SO50 7AN 

  Wyvern College Sport & Fitness 

Register at www.wyvern.hants.sch.uk         
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